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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

11/2 

11/6 

11/16 

Bitsy Grant Junior Program Begins 

Bitsy Reopens on Fridays 

FOBGT Board Meeting 
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Organization of the Year 
Friends awarded the USTA Georgia’s “Organization of the Year” Award 
 

At the USTA Georgia Annual Awards Banquet on October 
24, 2009, Friends of Bitsy Grant Tennis was recognized as 
the USTA Georgia’s “Organization of the Year”.   
 

 
Mel Locklear, Sam Crenshaw, Peter Howell 

 

All USTA Community Tennis Associations (CTA) in Georgia 
were potential candidates for this award. We were 
recognized for starting a Quick Start youth tennis program, 
sponsoring the GA State Open Tournament, conducting the 
Bitsy Grand Slam Gala and Family Fun Day, among other 
activities. 
 

New Board Members Needed 
The Board is looking for new board members, submit your nominees! 
 
Our corporate by-laws are designed to insure that our board 
membership of 15 is refreshed regularly. Terms are limited to 
2 consecutive terms of 2 years each for a total of 4 
consecutive years.  
 

We currently have 5 board members who must rotate off 
after 2009: Bruce Fuerer, Chris Parker, Mel Locklear, Lisa 
Short and Matt Cayce.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in serving on our board for the 2 year term 
starting January 2010, please contact one of our board 
nominating committee members: Matt Cayce, Peter Howell 
or Beau Grant by November 16, 2009. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you would like to support Bitsy restoration projects, 
please send checks payable to the Friends of Bitsy Grant 
Tennis, 1266 West Paces Ferry Road, Box 113, Atlanta, 
GA 30327. 
 
HOLIDAY GIFTS 
Not sure what to get your tennis-loving friend or family 
member for the holidays?  Consider making a donation in 
his or her name at bitsytennis.com. 
 

President: Mel Locklear 

  In This Issue 
 

 Page 1 

   Friends of Bitsy Grant Awarded Outstanding 
Organization of the Year! 

   New Board Members Needed 

Page 2 

   Bitsy Grand Slam Gala Update 

Page 3 

   Bitsy Grand Slam Gala Sponsors 

   History of Tennis in Georgia 

   UTA Update 
- New Junior Tennis Program 
- Bitsy Open on Fridays! 

Page 4 

   GA State Tournament Update 

   Bitsy Grant Launches New Website 



 

 
Friends of Bitsy Grant Tennis       1266 West Paces Ferry Road, Box 113; Atlanta, GA 30327       404-575-0898       www.bitsytennis.com 

 

FRIENDS OF BITSY GRANT NEWSLETTER - Volume 2, Issue 2 – Fall/Winter 2009 PAGE 2 OF 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bitsy Grand Slam Gala 
 
After months of planning and work by dozens of 
volunteers, the first Bitsy Grand Slam Gala on the evening 
of August 15th was a smashing success!  With 275 Bitsy 
supporters in attendance, the big white tent erected on the 
lawn between the soft courts and the creek on the south 
side of the tennis center was full of party goers, most of 
who dressed in white to celebrate the vintage tennis theme 
of the event.  Tony Winston’s Mondo Swing Band played 
classic tunes throughout the evening for the crowd’s 
listening and dancing pleasure.  The parquet dance floor 
was surrounded by tables draped in white cloths that were 
festively decorated with white blooming potted plants. 
 

 
 

The event was catered by A Peach of a Party. The four 
food stations each celebrated one of the 4 Grand Slams of 
professional tennis.  The Wimbledon table featured mini 
beef Wellingtons, Pimms cups and strawberries and 
cream.  The US Open table offered mini hotdogs and 
Reuben sandwiches, as well as cosmopolitans.  The 
French Open table included crepes and French cocktails, 
and guests at the Australian Open table feasted on lamb 
chops, shrimp on the barbie and Australian beer.  The two 
open bars featured French, American and Australian wines 
generously donated by a Bitsy patron. 
 

One of the evening’s highlights was the live auction of 
several fabulous trips.  Professional auctioneer and native 
Atlantan Steve Limbo really got the crowd going, ably 
assisted by FOBG’s own Vannas - Ashley Lalande and 
Sommer Rochow.   

Bitsy Grand Slam Gala Continued… 
 
The bidding was lively, and several guests now have plans 
to Tuscany, California wine country, the Bahamas, the 
Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, Rhode Island, Deer Valley, 
Utah, and next year’s US Open in New York City.  Heavily 
laden silent auction tables also offered up treasures of all 
kinds, from trips to Mexico and yachting in south Florida to 
artwork to jewelry. 
 

The end result of all this merry making was close to $70,000 
in proceeds to benefit the restoration of the clubhouse at the 
Tennis Center.  Plans are underway to determine the most 
efficient use of those funds in improving the historic building.  
Perhaps an even more valuable benefit from the event was 
the reconnection of large numbers of Atlanta’s tennis 
community both with one another and with Bitsy Grant 
Tennis Center. 
 



com

SPORTS EXTRA
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The 2009 GA State Adult/Senior Open 
Hosted by Bitsy Grant  

The Georgia State Adult/Senior Open returned to Bitsy 
Grant for the first time since 2001.  The tennis 
tournament was open to all ages, and included both 
men’s and women’s open events, as well as the senior 
events (ages 35-85).  Players from outside of Georgia 
also competed.  Singles played on Saturday, Aug. 15, 
followed by doubles on Sunday, Aug. 16.  The finals took 
place on Thursday, Aug. 20. 
 

The senior events were played upon 13 newly renovated 
Hydro-Courts, and drew 189 participants; the most of any 
State Championship in 2009. The Open Events were 
played on the 10 resurfaced hard courts. Tournament 
Director Peter Howell with help from several key 
volunteers kept the tournament on time and running 
smoothly.  Referee Mac MacDougal did his superb job in 
keeping order and scheduling as the tournament saw 4 
great days of tennis.   
 

Our special thanks to the Sponsors: Northwestern Mutual; 
Hardcore Tennis; Powerade, and Coca-Cola for making this 
event so successful.  
 
TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 

  Open Men 
    Shaun Bussert d. (3) Michael Locandro 7-6(1); 7-5 
  Open Women 
    Kristan Sansone d. (2) Sherri Bronson 2-6; 6-4; 6-4 
  Women Open doubles 
    Dickerson/Sansone d. Bell/Gower 6-1; 6-0 
  M 35’s 
    Andrew Satinoff d. (1) Al Robertson 6-1; 6-3 
  M 45’s 
    (1) William Taff d. (2) Nik Makarenko 6-0; 6-2 
  M 55 
    Mitchell Green d. (4) Alladin Mitha 7-5; 6-4 
  M 65 
    (2) Livingston Frederick d. (4) Walter Johnson 6-3; 6-2 
  M 75 
    James Johnson d. (1) Jack Heisel 6-4; 6-3 
  M 85 
    Frank Stovall d. James Kennedy 6-3; 6-3 
  W 35 
    Mary Ann Dickerson d. Amy Rush 6-1; 6-0 
  W 55 
    Elizabeth Bohac d. Priscilla Parker 6-4; 6-1 
  M 45 Dbls 
    Moneypenny/Wright d. (3) Huckaby/Kusiel 6-7(4); 6-2; 6-0 
  M55 Dbls 
    (1) Belcher/Saheim d. (2) Callen/Mitha 6-4; 4-6; 6-3 
  M65 Dbls 
    Garrett/Jones d. Nelson/Singellton 6-0; 6-0 
  M75 Dbls 
    Johnson/Stine d. Kuechenmeister/Schmitz 6-3; 7-6 
  W 35 Dbls 
    Hardie/Nodvin d. Rich/Rush 6-3; 6-0 
  W45 Dbls 
    King/Langstaff d. Bohac/Bronson 6-2; 6-1 
  W55 Dbls 
    Bohac/Bronson d. Fisher/Goodman 6-1; 2-6; 6-2 
  Father/Son 
    (1) Bussert/Bussert d. (2) Locandro/Locandro 6-3; 5-7; 6-2 

 

 
Bitsy Grant Launches a New Website 
 

Bitsy Grant recently launched a new Website, 
www.bitsytennis.com, providing a one-stop-shop 
where visitors can learn more about the Tennis Center 
and the great work The Friends of Bitsy Grant Tennis are 
doing.   
 
The new site features plenty of bells and whistles, 
including a page where visitors can donate directly, links 
to Bitsy newsletters where users can read more about the 
latest happenings as well as a tennis pro directory where 
visitors can “meet the pros.”  The site also provides basic 
information about the facility, including its history, hours 
of operation, address and fee schedule.  Lesson prices are 
listed as well. 
 
Visit bistytennis.com today to give a gift or learn how 
you can get involved in our restoration projects! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

BITSY GRANT TENNIS CENTER 

Hours of Operation 

Monday: 9AM-9PM 

Tuesday: 9AM-9PM 

Wednesday: 9AM-9PM 

Thursday: 9AM-9PM 

Friday: 9AM-7PM 

Saturday: 9AM-4PM 

Sunday: 9AM-6PM 


